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A Proposal of Opinion-Focused
Summarization in Japanese and English

YOHEI SEKIt

One important application of sentiment/opinion analysis is to produce sum-
maries by aggregating opinions from multiple texts and provide them to users
who request opinions. In this research, we investigated opinion summarization
framework in English and Japanese. For English, we selected opinion-related
15 topics in DUC 2006 and investigated the improvement effect of ROUGE
and BE scores to produce opinion-focused summaries by extracting opinionated
sentences in opinionated genre of documents and using phrase-level opinion at-
tributes. For Japanese, we created opinion-related 15 topics from newspaper
articles and investigated the improvement effect of ROUGE scores. In order to
examine the upper ceiling of the proposed approach, opinionated sentences and
opinionated attributes such as opinionated phrases, opinion holders, opinion in-
tensity, and opinion polarity were annotated to source documents by a human
assessor. To investigate the feasibility, opinionated sentences and opinion inten-
sity were also automatically annotated in English. We found that ROUGE and
BE scores improved by combining document genre, sentence type information,
and opinion intensity as summary parameters. We also found several problems
to use opinion holders or polarities as summary parameters.
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